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Cross Country Revived 


by Shawn Ogimachi 

Cross Country became a sport this 
fall because of Lt. Charles Steelman, 
whose persistence in organizing and 
coaching a team made Cross Coun- 
try a real sport and not just a lack 
of interest intramural. For the first 
time, Augusta ran dual meets. 
Although the team failed to win any 
meets, the persistence of the team 
made people realize they were serious. 

This year’s team had many mem- 
bers. Dan Baker was the team’s num- 
ber one runner, who placed six- 
teenth in a conference meet at East- 
ern Mennonite High. David Gentry, 
Henry Paderick, Doug Klick, George 
Brown .and John Burgess were also 
contributing members of the team. 

Finding people who will stay out 
the entire season is a problem. Un- 
like some sports, faking Cross Coun- 
try can’t be done. It is not the glam- 
or sport that football has become. 
It is a lonely sport, physically and 
mentally exhausting. Most have not 
found the stamina or discipline to 
compete in this sport. 

The last meet of the season was 
at home against Fishburne. The 
team was very informal with no 
set uniforms. The Augusta runners 
wore a variety of different clothes, 
jeans, warm-up suits, basketball 
shoes, track shoes, tennis shoes, dou- 
ble knit shirts, T-shirts and just what- 
ever seemed to fit the occasion. 

As the runners lined up for the 
3.8 mile course, the top runners took 
inside positions with others further 
to the outside. On the signal every- 
one took off, and the race was under- 
way. It would take runners up Car- 
ter’s Hill and down. As the pull 
started going up the hill, AMA and 
Fishburne’s top runners soon dis- 
appeared. While the others dropped 
back, the rest of the field jockeyed 
for position. 
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country meets. 


Number one runner, Dan Baker, demon- 
strates how he was able to place first in cross 


(Photo by Long) 


Meanwhile on top of Carter’s Hill, 
Baker and Fishburne’s top man were 
dueling it out for first place honors, 
and in back positions changed back 
and forth. Coming down the hill 
everyone picked up speed and threw 
their last energy into catching the 
man in front. 

The position that one is in towards 
the end is critical. At the finish, Baker 
lost by one second. Fishburne ended 
up winning by sweeping third, fourth 
and fifth spots with Shawn Ogimachi 
collapsing across the finish a distant 
sixth and retiring to the bushes, where 
he became violently sick and cramped 
with the rest of the field finishing 
shortly after in better condition. It 
takes much more than desire to run 
and takes hours of practice, stamina 
and self-discipline. 


Fencers 
on Guard 


by Wes Demory 

“We're going to be better than 
last year’s team.” Those are the 
words of Col. Paul V. Hoover, 
AMA’s fencing coach. 

AMA has withdrawn from the Blue 
Ridge Fencing Conference and_ is 
scheduling independent meets. So far 
Col. Hoover is anticipating two meets 
with Virginia Military Institute, two 
with Mercersberg Academy in Penn- 
sylvania, and two with the Univer- 
sity of Virginia. 

Key fencers will be Jim Gounaris 
and Robbie Harris in saber, John 
Weldon and Doug Colburn in foil, 
and Bruce Hoffman and George Shar- 
rett in epee. All of the above are in 
at least their second year of fencing 
at Augusta. George Sharrett and Rob- 
bie Harris are the newest of the six 
to fencing. However, both are still 
one of the top two in their own 
weapon. 

Colonel Hoover is not only look- 
ing at this year but also at years to 
come. Many cadets with potential 
and talent are now learning the, ba- 
sics and should develop into chal- 
lenging fencers. 

The fencers will begin to prove 
Col. Hoover right as they open their 
season in mid-January. 


SOCCER 
AMA 0. Eastern Mennonite 10 
AMA 5. Hargrave 4 
AMA 6. Tandem 0 
AMA 1. Eastern Mennonite 8 
AMA 4. Lynchburg Christian 5 

FOOTBALL 

AMA 12 Blue Ridge 27 
AMA 6. Fork Union 14 
AMA 40 Manassas Park 8 
AMA 14. Hargrave 0 
VIC Playoff Game 
AMA 15. North Cross 7 


Next year’s team promises to be 
even better with a full schedule and 
only one senior, Doug Klick, leaving. 
Lt. Steelman is very optimistic as he 
had trouble this year with injuries 
and the fact it was new for everyone, 
but sees next year a better and 
stronger year for Cross Country. 


A new bus presented to Col. Malcolm Livick 
on behalf of the alumni association by Phil 
Bradley, chairman of the bus committee. This 
bus, which is being financed by the sale of 
pens, joins Blue Bomb II, donated in May, 
1974, (Photo by Long) 


IN MEMORIAM 


by George Mineff 
Oddball, daughter of Sandy and 
Snoopy, was liked by both cadets 
Ft. Defi = Fo pee until she was struck 
’ iance own by a truck on the morning of 
Re 11 Ft. Detia 27 November. Oddball was at ‘Au- 
gusta for only a short period of two 
years, but during that time AMA 
had gained a loyal mascot. Oddball 


- . will be remembered in the hearts of 
Gas - Oil - Groceries many cadets for years to come. 
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Two Resign Posts 


by Paul Oram 

Major Edwin Hart, counselor and 
teacher, left Augusta 1 November, 
1976. He had taught here for fifteen 
years. In those fifteen years, he be- 
came a well-known and _ respected 
faculty member. 

However, Major art was more than 
a teacher. He also served as Guid- 
ance Counselor, and at one time he 
coached lacrosse. Major Hart taught 
history, social studies, government, 
and Modern European History. His 
classes have been taken over by Lt. 
John Cooper, Col. John Dekle, and 
Col. David Rapp. 

Col. Charles Savedge has taken 
over his duties as Guidance Coun- 
selor. 

Major Hart has taken the position 
as director of the Police Academy 
at Blue Ridge Community College. 
Since he is a retired police lieutenant 
from the New York City Police De- 
partment, he is well qualified for 
this position. 

Major Hart will be missed at Au- 
gusta, but the memories of him will 
live on forever. 

Captain William Bullock, after 
four years of service, has left Au- 
gusta as of 15 December. Captain 
Bullock taught Science, Physical Ed- 
ucation and Driver Education, dur- 
ing the regular school year. He taught 
Economics, World History, Geog- 
raphy along with Driver Education 
during the three summer school ses- 
sions he taught. 

Captain Bullock was also involved 
with coaching four years in basket- 
ball and two years in football. He 
looks back fondly on his first year, 
when he was assistant football coach 
and the team went undefeated. 

He will be moving to Fairfax 
County, with his wife and daughter, 
Nicol. There he will be trained as 
an Emergency Medical Technician, 
a paramedic. 

There is a message which he leaves 
to all cadets: “Number one, take edu- 
cation seriously, because the day will 
come when you really need it, and 
number two, get involved with life; 
don’t just be a passing observer of 
it, get involved”. 
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According to a 1910 Bayonet, 


AMA was the first preparatory mili- 
tary academy in Virginia to possess 
a rifle range. 
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Hawkeyes 


State Champs 


by Mike Casto 

The rifle team captured the title 
in the 1976 match at V.M.I. with 
a score of 1202. Their closest com- 
petitor was Hargrave, who scored 
1183. This was the first time that 
Augusta brought back the first place 
trophy since 1970. 

Joel Wilks, Jerry Britton, Jimmy 
Jenkins, Jorge Vence and Joe Kirby 
each won medals for top five for the 
match. Vence collected a total of two 
medals and Kirby three. 

Kirby was best in kneeling and 
best individual for the match. Britton 
was second individual. Carl Spicer 
and Griff Bryant also competed for 
AMA. 


LOOK AREAD 


26 January Semester Exams 
begin 
28 January Basketball (A) 
North Cross 
1 February Basketball (A) East- 
ern Mennonite 
4 February Basketball (H) Rock 
Hill 
6-9 February Ski Trip 
7 February Basketball (H) Fish- 
burne 
Mid-February Curse You, 
Jack Dalton 


BLUE GOOSE 
PENS 


FUND RAISING 


PROGRAM 


see 
Col. M.H. Livick 
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HOW TO GET HEAT IN YOUR 
RADIATOR 

By D. F. Howe as printed in the 
Bayonet of 16 November, 1923. 

First, merely wish for heat. When 
this fails get mad and demand heat. 
This will do you no good, so become 
enraged and think of all the cuss 
words you can. After you are sure 
you have mustered all your best cuss 
words, arrange them carefully in their 
most effective order and vehemently 
attach them to the person and the 
ancestors of the person you consider 
responsible for the lack of heat. If 
the latter step fails, try throwing the 
furniture at the offending radiator, 
or, if you are sufficienly enraged you 
may smash the obstinate thing with 
an axe. This is not advised however 
except in cases of extreme necessity. 
After you have completely demolish- 
ed it with the axe, you will open the 
window to cool off from your exer- 
tion and the heat will immediately 
be turned on. 
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In the early 1900’s cadets would 
go out into the nearby hills and woods 
in the afternoon to go hunting. They 
would return with their “various 
spoils of the hunt.” 


From The Eagle of Missouri Mili- 
tary Academy. 

Parents of the academy have 
pledged a record $27,185 for im- 
provements to the school. The father 
of a recent graduate of Missouri Mili- 
tary deeded two lots in a recreational 
development to the academy. 


Color Guard 
Organizes 


by Richard Crowder 

Colors, the flags of the nation, the 
commonwealth, and the academy, 
play an important role in the daily 
military life and so do those who 
carry and care for the colors, the 
Color Guard. 

Leading this year’s Color Guard 
is Griff Bryant as the NCO for colors. 
Other members are Boris Gabriel, 
Enrique Nino, Joe Kirby and Richard 
Crowder. While Bryant, Gabriel, and 
Nino carry the flags, Crowder and 
Kirby serve as guards. 

The Color Guard has a few trips 
scheduled for the year. They have 
already presented the Colors at the 
homecoming game of the Riverheads 
High School. Along with the Band 
and Roller Rifles, they marched in 
the Christmas parades in Staunton 
and Waynesboro. 

Other duties in addition to seeing 
that proper respect is shown to the 
flags, the guard is in charge of the 
laundry room, the fire brigade, and 
the armory. 

As MSG Don Studer, sponser of 
the Color Guard, has stated, “The 
Color Guard is on the road to be- 
coming a truly elite unit with many 
responsibilities and privileges.” 


APTS. N07 


When Christmas furlough ended on ' 
3 January, 1977, all cadets had eager- 4 
ly returned to Augusta te resume their 
studies. 
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